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INT. PANERA BREAD

MAURA, the leader, ALAN, the web designer, LISA, the store
manager, and JONATHAN, the style guru, are seated at a large
table with their business documents, tablets, what-have-you,
before them. Maura begins the meeting.

MAURA
As you know, opening a boutique shoe
store has always been my dream. I'm
so happy to have you as my business
team on this journey.

Alan and Lisa applaud. Jonathan covers his ears.

MAURA (cont'd)
Aww, thank you. And I want this to be
a positive, welcoming environment so
feel free to chime in with thoughts
whenever.

JONATHAN
(SHARP INHALE) Hmm....

Jonathan very lightly and carefully turns a page.

JONATHAN (cont'd)
In this drawing of the store, you
have a little bell above the door.

MAURA
Oh, that's just something I drew up
as a rough idea.

JONATHAN
It's just that bells can be very
loud, and they hurt my ears. Even
this drawing of it feels loud.

MAURA
Okay, well we don't need the bell. We
can just get rid of it.

JONATHAN
(SHARP INHALE) That sounds very
harsh. We don't have to 'get rid of'
the bell. We can just relocate the
bell someplace safe. Perhaps in a
velvet room on a quiet cushion.



MAURA
It's not a real bell. It's just a
drawing. I can erase it.

JONATHAN
(SHARP INHALE) Oh, I don't like that.
I don't want to upset the bell or
anyone. I want the customer to feel
welcome, like you said.

MAURA
Right, I agree.

JONATHAN
And it would make me feel welcome if
I knew the bell was safe, perhaps in
a soundproof room.

ALAN
Let's get off the subject of the bell
for a sec. Let's talk shoes.

LISA
That's the part I'm excited about!

JONATHAN
Yes, I had some thoughts.

Jonathan turns a page very delicately.

JONATHAN (cont'd)
This drawing of a shoe. The laces
appear to be very sharp.

MAURA
It's just a drawing.

JONATHAN
When I invite people to our store, I
want to assure them that they won't
get rope burn or splinters from
sharp, knife-like laces.

MAURA
They're not going to get hurt from
shoelaces! It's a drawing!

Jonathan covers his ears in fright.

ALAN
You don't have to shout. He's just
voicing his concern.
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JONATHAN
I'm worried that I'm not safe here.

LISA
Oh, Jonathan, no.

MAURA
You're safe here. We're all safe. I'm
sorry I lost my temper.

JONATHAN
I guess I shouldn't be surprised to
be threatened by the woman who drew
these very violent shoes.

MAURA
How are they-?! (CLEARS THROAT) Okay,
that was not my intention.

JONATHAN
So sharp and angular. Look at those
heels. If you held the shoe this way,
it could be a gun.

LISA
Oh my God. Was that intentional?

MAURA
No! It's just a pump!

JONATHAN
If I'm going to feel welcome here I
don't want to imagine a bunch of
shoes firing at me.

MAURA
A customer wouldn't imagine that!

JONATHAN
Well, I did, so...

ALAN
He's got a point, Maura.

MAURA
Does he?!

JONATHAN
I'd like to see something in a softer
shoe. Maybe a repurposed stuffed
animal, or just some cloth lightly
draped around the foot.
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MAURA
What if they step on some glass?

JONATHAN
(GASP) Oh, no- no!

Jonathan weeps from the thought.

ALAN
Jesus, Maura.

LISA
Yeah, easy there, David Lynch.

MAURA
I just mean the shoe wouldn't protect
you in that situation.

JONATHAN
I don't feel protected no.

ALAN
Maura, we each invested $500 in this
company. Maybe it's time to let
Jonathan lead. Until you get your
anger problem under control.

Maura looks like she might explode.

MAURA
...Fine.

Jonathan turns another page very gently.

JONATHAN
Now on the subject of walls, I see
these drawings have very hard flat
walls, and I'm wondering if we can
maybe do something a bit softer...

END.
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